Karen Fellowes, a profile in excellence

Karen was born and raised in Winnipeg and began her post-secondary education at the University of
Manitoba where she studied and majored in English literature. Karen’s journey into law began when
she decided to help a friend study for the LSAT, she realized that she was doing extremely well on the
qguestions and decided to challenge the exam herself. During her first year of law school at the
University of Western Ontario, Karen discovered that she enjoyed analyzing cases and the critical
thinking involved in the study of law.

Upon completing law school, Karen moved to Toronto and began working in litigation for the first six
years of her career. She decided to take a couple of years off to have children and dedicate her time to
raising her two boys. During this time her family moved to Calgary and Karen prepared for, and wrote
the Alberta bar exam.

Karen began her career in Calgary at Parlee McLaws where she worked under the mentorship of Scott
Watson who first introduced her to insolvency law, and to the Calgary marketplace. Today, Karen cites
insolvency as her preferred area of practice due to its focus on finding practical and realistic solutions to
problems. In 2010, Karen left Parlee McLaws and began her career at Davis, where she works with Larry
Robinson, who continues to be another key mentor in her career.

Karen was originally introduced to IWIRC by a colleague at Davis’ Toronto office, who approached her
with respect to extending IWIRC’s Canadian chapter (based largely out of Toronto) to Western Canada.
Karen joined forces with Carole Hunter of Burnet Duckworth & Palmer, and Kelly Bourassa of Blakes to
plan IWIRC’s inaugural event. This event was attended by over 30 women including three members of
the judiciary. Following IWIRC’s warm reception and with the overwhelming support of Calgary’s
insolvency community, IWIRC’s Western Canadian chapter was born. Karen has acted as the Co-Chair of
this chapter since its inception and is the key motivating force behind IWIRC’s success in Western
Canada. Today, two years later, the Western Canadian IWIRC Chapter has approximately 34 members
and is growing strong, with the goal to double its membership within the next two years!

When asked the reason behind her involvement in IWIRC, Karen says that she recognizes the
importance of having an independent external organization to support women. Although many of
IWIRC’s members compete in the marketplace, within IWIRC, the atmosphere is one of support. The
organization assists women in building strong referral networks, a task that has historically proven more
difficult for women due to the much smaller ratio of female to male insolvency practitioners. Karen
believes that the inclusive support offered by IWIRC members will result in an increasing number of
women moving into leadership positions within the insolvency community. Karen also hopes to see an



increasing number of younger women joining IWIRC to ensure that the Chapter is reflective of their
vision for the future.

Karen is extremely active within Calgary’s insolvency community, acting as a member of Canadian Bar
Association, Turnaround Management Association and various other insolvency related organizations.
She is regularly requested to speak at local and national conferences. Outside of the office, Karen is a
voracious reader and a busy hockey mom. Her family also regularly enjoys time at their cottage in Star
Lake, Manitoba.

Karen’s success in both her personal and professional life, and her commitment to supporting the
advancement of female colleagues make her an ideal mentor for other women in insolvency and under
her leadership, IWIRC’s Western Canadian Chapter continues to grow and prosper.



