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What does a typical day look like for you? 

My work days are always unpredictable. I wear many 

hats between being an actress, author and Founder 

of Her Universe. Some days, I'll be in the recording 

studio working on a new episode of Star Wars: The 

Clone Wars, the next day I'll be at Disney for licensing 

meetings and then the next day I'll be at a book 

signing for my new book It's Your Universe: You Have 

The Power To Make It Happen. (Read more from 

Ashley in her book, available for purchase here.) 

There is nothing routine about my job, which makes it 

fun and extremely hard to plan at the same time. 

 

Most unexpected job you've had? 

The amazing part about my job is that it's given me a 

platform that I never imagined I'd have. I think the 

part that's been the most unexpected is that I am 

able to be an advocate for causes I care deeply about. I founded my company because female sci-fi and 

fantasy fans were being bullied and I wanted to put a stop to the bullying. Now, my platform has expanded 

to mental health and I'm honored to be a voice and advocate spreading the word on the importance of 

mental health. 

 

Did you always want to be an actress? 

Yes and no. I knew pretty early on that I wanted to be an actress and my goal was to be on the Disney 

Channel. Then in third grade, I had to do a report on Sandra Day O'Connor and she inspired me to be a 

Supreme Court Justice of the United States. For a couple years, I was determined to go to law school, 

become a lawyer and then a judge. However, I was bit by the acting bug again and decided to pursue 

acting as my career. I figured I could one day play a judge on screen. Although, my interest in law has never 

gone away and I am constantly working with our General Counsel on contracts and trying to learn as much 

as I can. 

 

When/how did you decide to start your own brand? 

I decided to start my company, Her Universe, in 2010 when I noticed that there was no merchandise for 

female sci-fi/fantasy fans. Half of all sci-fi/fantasy fans are women and there was no merchandise for us to 

buy. I am a big Star Wars fan and I was told to be happy with a men's size small t-shirt because women 

would not buy Star Wars merchandise made of them. I also noticed that women and girls were being bullied 

for liking these so called "boys’ properties" and so I wanted to start a brand and community that celebrated 

female fans. I wanted to spread the message that these franchises we all love like Star Wars and Marvel are 

for everyone! 

  

 

Words of 

Wisdom 

http://www.heruniverse.com/
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Advice you would give others starting own brand? 

Take every day, one step at a time. Starting your own company or brand can be incredibly overwhelming. 

Don't be consumed by the end goal. Set smaller, daily goals for yourself and only focus on those small steps. 

Next thing you know, those small steps will get you much closer to your end goal! 

 

Best parts of job/worst parts of job? 

Before I sold my company Her Universe, the best part about owning your own company is that you get to 

make the rules. The worst part about owning your own company is that is never stops and it's a 24/7 job. 

When everyone else goes home at the end of the day, if the job doesn't get done, you're the one stuck 

doing it. 

 

What do you love most about the online community you created? 

I've preached from day one, community first, merchandise second. The merchandise was always a means 

to build a supportive community where women felt accepted and empowered. I love that we've been able 

to build a positive community where women and girls feel comfortable to be themselves and where they 

can meet female fans with similar interests! We also have a strict no-bullying policy and we try really hard to 

keep our community a safe space. 

 

Advice for your younger self? 

I'm glad that I did not know then what I know now. I was always a girl of many dreams and I was often 

called naive. I do not take offense to that and I consider being naive to be one of my strengths. I usually 

only see the end goal and I don't see the hurdles or the road blocks that it takes to get there. I'm grateful for 

that because had I known some of the obstacles that I would face, it might have stopped me from pursuing 

my dreams. 

 

Best piece of advice you ever received? 

I am very critical of myself and I often over analyze my 

thoughts and actions in my mind. I had a manager once 

tell me, "Your mind is like a dangerous neighborhood at 

night, don't walk in it alone." It's so true and it's important 

to share our thoughts with others because we can often 

be our worst critics. 

 

Hardest part about being an entrepreneur? 

The hardest part is having wear so many hats! There was 

no part of the business that I did not touch. I had to learn 

everything from how to do licensing contracts, set up 

factory audits, negotiate insurance policies to set up 

booths and sell merchandise at conventions. We were a 

very small team with a small budget and so no job was 

too big or too small, you just had to dive in and figure it 

out. 

 

What inspires/motivates you? 

Our community and our fans inspire and motivate me. 

They are my "why." The business side is hard and often 

becomes overwhelming or exhausting, but every time I 

get down, I connect with our community and I am 

reminded of why I founded Her Universe in the first place. 

The fans always give me the extra fuel I need to keep 

going. 

 


