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Co-Chair 
 Jasmine Ball, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
 Kristina Wesch, Farrel Fritz, P.C. 
 Blanche Zelmanovich, GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC 
 
Membership & Sponsorship 
 Hillary Davis, AlixPartners 
 
Social Events Co-Chair 
 Kristina Wesch, Farrel Fritz, P.C. 
 Maeghan McLoughlin, Klestadt & Winters LLP 
 
Substantive Events Co-Chair 
 Lara Sheikh, Thomson Reuters, Practical Law 
 Jane Van Lare, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
 Blanka Wolfe, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 
 
Treasurer 
 Heather Aaronson, Prime Clerk LLC 
 Jane VanLare, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
 
Vice Chair, Secretary 
 Christina Pullo, Prime Clerk LLC 
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Heather Aaronson, Prime Clerk, LLC 
 

Although Heather has been working in the restructuring field for many years, she only 
recently joined IWIRC in 2015.  She is currently on the Substantive Events 
Subcommittee and has helped plan personal branding events throughout this 
year.  Heather is hopeful for the opportunity to expand her involvement with 
IWIRC.  She believes that her prior experience will allow her to support IWIRC in its 
future endeavors within its New York Branch.  She currently is a Senior Consultant at 
Prime Clerk.  She has over fifteen years of restructuring experience.  Prior to joining 
Prime Clerk, Heather worked for the Recovery and Transformation Services practice 
at McKinsey & Company Inc., a strategic consulting firm, which was a key advisor on 
several Chapter 11 restructurings.  As part of her bifurcated role between the 
McKinsey restructuring practice and their in-house legal department, Heather was 
responsible for the multi-million dollar global budget for the legal department.  Heather 
began her restructuring career as the lead paralegal in the restructuring groups of 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges and Dewey & LeBoeuf, representing debtors, creditors and 
lenders in complex Chapter 11 cases and in out-of-court restructurings. Some of the 
notable restructurings Heather worked on include American Airlines, Enron, General 
Motors, Loral Space & Communications, Global Crossing, Adelphia, WorldCom, 
Edison Mission Energy and Ambac, among others. 
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Jasmine Ball, Debevoise & Plimpton LLP 
I have been an active member of IWIRC for a number of years, regularly participating in 
many of the great events, including working on the preparation for, and participating as a 
legal pitch team member of, the very successful inaugural Pitch Perfect event.  As an avid 
golfer I have also been a strong supporter of the annual golf event helping encourage 
participation from the women of NY.  I am very excited about the opportunity to serve on the 
IWIRC NY board and am looking forward to working closely with the current co-chair and 
collaborating with the rest of the leadership team to build on the amazing work of the board 
to date to expand the IWIRC NY network further and provide creative networking, skills 
building and business development training opportunities to our diverse and growing 
membership base. 
I am a member of Debevoise's Business Restructuring & Workouts Group and active in its 
Latin America practice.  I regularly represent debtors, investors, creditors and other parties 
in distressed mergers & acquisitions, workouts, debt and equity financings and refinancings, 
complex restructurings and Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings, including most recently as 
counsel to Altegrity, Inc. in its Delaware bankruptcy, as well as counsel to OSX, part of the 
Eike Batista X Group, in the restructuring of certain of its FPSOs and as special aircraft 
counsel to both Delta Air Lines and American Airlines in their respective Chapter 11 filings. 
In addition to being an active member of IWIRC, I am very involved in diversity initiatives 
related to the legal profession.  I am a member of our firm's Diversity Committee and 
organize our Asian Affinity Group monthly events and activities and am an active mentor 
and participant in various Asian legal and business associations such AALDEF, AABANY 
and AWIB and their diversity initiatives.  I am a member of the IBA, the ABA, the NYSBA 
and the ABCNY, where I am a former member of the Committee on Bankruptcy and 
Corporate Reorganization. 
I had the privilege of being recognized this year as one of the Outstanding 50 Asian 
Americans in Business by the Asian American Business Development Center.  I have also 
been recognized by The Legal 500 US, as well as by Turnarounds & Workouts as an 
"Outstanding Young Restructuring Lawyer" (2013) and received Turnaround Management 
Association's 2014 Transaction of the Year: Mega Company Award.  In addition to other 
publications, I am an author of the Collier Business Workout Guide (Matthew Bender, 2014) 
and a contributing author to the Collier Guide to Chapter 11: Key Topics and Selected 
Industries (Matthew Bender, 2014) and have often presented at the ABA, the PLI, the ACIC 
and the ABCNY. 
I received my B.S. from Princeton University in Civil Engineering and Operations Research, 
with a Certificate in Engineering and Management Systems, and my J.D. from the University 
of Michigan, where I was an Executive Editor of the Journal of International Law.  And 
(importantly) I am a huge college football fan, regularly attending games at The Big House. 
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Hillary Davis, AlixPartners 
 
IWIRC Qualifications: I was first turned on to IWIRC by my colleagues in the restructuring 
practice at AlixPartners.  Over the past 3 years I attended social events as a guest before finally 
taking the plunge and becoming a member myself. 
Within AlixPartners, I am known as the sparkplug of my team, always looking to get people 
involved and infuse energy.  These same skills are transferrable to the goal of membership 
growth and retention.  I am excited by the prospect of developing creative ways to spread the 
good word and boost membership numbers.  I also believe that my day to day contact with 
women in the industry gives me increased opportunities to pitch IWIRC membership and its 
perks. 
Having the support of local businesses is also important to fund annual expenses and gain 
recognition.  Utilizing my sales skills and leveraging my professional contacts will allow IWIRC 
to create partnerships and foster existing ones.  These relationships work both ways and it is 
necessary to highlight the perks for businesses that choose to support IWIRC’s mission.  I 
believe that my constant presence within firms and companies will position me well for gaining 
sponsorship support. 
It is clear that this group functions highly due to the continued support of local sponsors and 
consistent participation by members.  It is essential to keep these numbers strong so the IWIRC 
New York Chapter continues to grow and affords more women the opportunity to benefit the 
same way I have.  I would love the chance to spearhead this growth as the Director of 
Sponsorship and Membership. 
Brief Bio:  Hillary Davis is a Practice Development Associate in the Information Management 
Services practice at AlixPartners.  She has several years of experience planning and executing 
client facing functions as well as internal training and teambuilding opportunities.  Recently 
promoted to the business development and marketing team, Hillary spends her days 
communicating with clients, promoting the generation of thought leadership and publications for 
the practice and assisting with the pursuit of new business opportunities.  She is also involved 
with AlixPartners initiatives focused on promoting diversity in the workplace while creating a 
stronger network among women in the industry.  Prior to her practice development role, Hillary 
was the Executive Assistant for the eDiscovery & Litigation Data Analytics Americas practice at 
AlixPartners. 
Hillary received her B.S. from Springfield College and is currently pursuing her M.S. in Digital 
Marketing & Communications.  Despite heckling, Hillary still proudly sports her New England 
team gear at all New York sporting events (much to the dismay of her friends).  She also enjoys 
escaping the concrete jungle to hike the Adirondacks with her pup, Lego. 
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Maeghan McLoughlin, Klestadt & Winters LLP 
 
Maeghan has been a member of IWIRC since 2012.  In law school, Maeghan was 
elected the social chair of the Law Review.  She used this opportunity to plan dynamic 
events that allowed members to develop relationships while having fun.  Maeghan 
believes she can use her creative spirit to provide IWIRC with a fresh perspective to 
bring unique and engaging events to the IWIRC community.   

  

Maeghan has taken on an active role in IWIRC and was selected as IWIRC NY’s 
Shining Star for July 2015.  Maeghan has thoroughly enjoyed attending IWIRC’s 
social and substantive events and joined the substantive events subcommittee in 
2014.  Maeghan assisted with planning the 2014 Pitch Perfect event and also 
assisted with preparing the 2015 IWIRC NY Summer newsletter.   

  

Maeghan has four years of experience as a corporate restructuring associate at 
Klestadt Winters Jureller Southard & Stevens, LLP.  Maeghan has represented 
debtors, creditors’ committees, chapter 11 and chapter 7 trustees, creditors, receivers, 
lenders and landlords in bankruptcy cases, litigation, and out of court restructurings.   
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Christina Pullo, Prime Clerk LLC 
 
Christina currently serves as the Vice Chair/Secretary of IWIRC NY’s Board and is re-
running for her position.  Christina is hopeful for the opportunity to continue in her role 
as Vice Chair/Secretary and to work with the amazing group of ladies that make up 
the Board.  With this year’s Leadership Summit behind us, she is looking forward to 
shifting focus back to the New York branch’s continued development, increasing 
membership and organizing events to promote marketing and networking of her 
female colleagues.  Christina began her legal career as an associate in the Business 
Finance & Restructuring department of Weil, Gotshal & Manges, where she 
represented several debtors, creditors and lenders to distressed companies.  She is 
now Prime Clerk’s Senior Director of Solicitation, specializing in public securities, 
complex solicitations and related distributions both inside and outside of 
bankruptcy.  Some of her larger clients include Caesars  Entertainment Operating 
Company, NII Holdings, Allied Nevada Gold Corp., Dendreon Corporation, Sbarro, 
Quiznos, RadioShack, Altegrity and Chassix.  Prior to joining Prime Clerk, Christina 
co-headed the public securities and solicitation group at Epiq Systems, and was a key 
advisor on many of the largest chapter 11 cases, including Lehman Brothers, General 
Motors, Dynegy, Dex One, Supermedia and Hawker Beechcraft, among others.    
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Lara Sheikh, Thomson Reuters, Practical Law 
 
Lara Sheikh is a Senior Legal Editor for the bankruptcy service of Practical Law, a 
Thomson Reuters company and the leading provider of on-line practical legal know-
how for lawyers.  Before joining Practical Law, Lara practiced bankruptcy law at the 
New York City bankruptcy boutique firm, Togut, Segal & Segal LLP, where she was a 
senior associate for seven years. Previously, she was an associate and senior 
associate in the restructuring and insolvency group at Pillsbury Winthrop LLP in New 
York.  Lara also served a two-year term as judicial law clerk to then Chief Bankruptcy 
Judge Stuart M. Bernstein in the Bankruptcy Court for the SDNY. Lara is a graduate 
of Brooklyn Law School and Mount Holyoke College. Lara joined IWIRC as a member 
last year and had previously attended IWIRC events.  She is very interested in getting 
more involved in planning substantive events with a focus on practical bankruptcy 
skills and knowledge.  Her employer, Practical Law Company, which is Thomson 
Reuter’s on-line know-how service for lawyers, fully supports her candidacy and goals 
of  working with IWIRC on substantive events.   
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Kristina Wesch, Farrell Fritz, P.C. 
 
I am currently Counsel at Farrell Fritz, P.C., a full-service, middle market law firm with 
offices on Long Island and in New York City.  Prior to joining Farrell Fritz, I was 
Counsel at Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld LLP in New York City.  My skill set is 
well suited to either the Co-Chair or Social Events position.  I am highly organized, 
detail oriented and enthusiastic about the opportunity to develop and implement 
IWIRC brand strategies.  I would be pleased to take on a leadership role in the 
continued growth the New York Network.  Having been a member of the New York 
City bankruptcy bar since graduating law school in 2003, I have developed a strong 
professional network over the course of my career, which I can leverage to increase 
membership in the New York Network, as well as to bring in additional resources to 
create a larger presence of IWIRC New York.  This presence includes both 
networking opportunities and substantive educational events.  In addition, my firm is 
supportive of this opportunity and, as a result, would be willing to commit resources, 
including hosting events and other financial and non-financial contributions.  I would 
be happy to speak to these issues further and answer any of your questions in person 
or by phone. 
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Blanka Wolfe, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 
 
Blanka K. Wolfe has eight years of experience as an associate in the Finance & 
Bankruptcy Practice Group in Sheppard Mullin Richter and Hampton LLP's New York 
office.  Blanka represents international and domestic clients in domestic bankruptcy 
cases, foreign insolvencies, and creditors' rights litigations. She has represented 
creditors, creditors' committees, institutional lenders, indenture trustees, distressed 
asset investors and purchasers, and debtors in bankruptcy cases, bankruptcy 
litigation and related out-of-court transactions in the United States and abroad, and in 
various industries, including entertainment, financial services, aviation, hospitality, 
technology, pharmaceuticals, medical technology, real estate, equipment leasing and 
retail. 

  

Blanka joined IWIRC in 2011.  In 2013, she attended the forty-third working session of 
Working Group V (Insolvency Law) of the United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law as part of the IWIRC delegation.  She is an active member of the IWIRC 
NY Substantive Events Committee and recently helped plan the Personal Branding 
event.  
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Jane VanLare, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 
 
I am a senior associate in the restructuring group of Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 
LLP, focusing on various matters relating to restructuring, insolvency and bankruptcy 
litigation.  Since 2007, I have served as counsel to debtors, creditors, investors in 
distressed assets, and large financial institutions in a wide variety of matters both in 
and out of court.  Some of my recent representations include Nortel Networks and 
Overseas Shipholding Group in their chapter 11 proceedings. I am also active in 
Cleary’s pro bono practice, currently representing low-income tenants in Queens in 
the Chapter 11 proceedings of their landlord, and as counsel to a Brooklyn-based 
non-profit.  In addition to my professional experience, some additional relevant 
experience includes serving as editor-in-chief of a 60-member law review journal and 
several years of experience serving on the board of a small for-profit 
corporation.  Given my great enjoyment of my work and deep commitment to the field, 
I am very attracted to IWIRC and its work, and would very much like the opportunity to 
contribute to its efforts in promoting the advancement of women in bankruptcy and 
restructuring.  Thank you very much for your consideration. 
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Blanche Zelmanovich, GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group LLC 
 
I have been a member of IWIRC since the beginning of 2013, and a part of the New 
York restructuring community for over a decade.  Since joining IWIRC, I have been a 
member of the Substantive Events Subcommittee, as well as the IWIRC at the Shore 
committee and voted the New York chapter’s first ever Shining Star in January 
2015.  When the prior Treasurer had to step down, I was asked to step into the role of 
Treasurer for the remainder of the term.  In this role, I was responsible for managing 
the financials of the chapter, including analysis of the budget to actual and ensuring 
that the tax returns were filed.  IWIRC has been a great development tool for me, both 
personally and professionally.  I would love to represent the NY Chapter of IWIRC as 
it continues to develop the current and future generations of professional women in 
restructuring. 

I am currently a Director at GlassRatner Advisory and Capital Group.  I began my 
career in the forensic accounting consulting practice of Kroll Inc., in the Philadelphia 
and London offices.  Prior to joining GlassRatner, I was a Director with Zolfo Cooper, 
focusing on both creditor- and debtor-side engagements involving clients in a broad 
range of industries. Clients have included businesses of all sizes, private equity and 
financial institutions, lawyers, and insurance companies. My industry experience 
includes manufacturing, banking/finance, energy, service providers, food production, 
construction, telecommunications, law enforcement, real estate, union, retail, mining, 
shipping, and not-for-profit. 

I am a Certified Insolvency and Restructuring Advisor, holding a Masters in 
Accounting and Financial Management from the Keller Graduate School of 
Management, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from 
Drexel University, graduating cum laude. 
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Samantha Martin 
Morrison & Foerster 

Camille Bent 
Communications 
Stevens & Lee 

Tanya Meerovich 
FTI Consulting 

Cristine Pirro 
Kirkland & Ellis 

24 
IWIRC•NY 2016 Elections 


