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 EVENTS
Saturday, June 04, 2011 
Chicago 
IWIRC Chicago -- Girls on the 
Run 5k

Thursday, June 09, 2011 
Canadian 
IWIRC’s Canadian Network Lun-
cheon Featuring a Panel on the 
Fraser Papers Inc. Restructuring

Saturday, June 11, 2011 
Michigan 
IWIRC Cocktail Party at ABI Cen-
tral States Bankruptcy Workshop

Sunday, June 12, 2011 
New York 
IWIRC Sponsoring Opening 
Reception of 11th Annual 
International Insolvency Institute 
Conference

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Chicago 
IWIRC Chicago Network Educa-
tional Event -- The Nuts and Bolts 
of Single Asset Real Estate

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Washington DC 
Corcoran Tour and Networking 
Reception

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Hong Kong 
IWIRC Hong Kong Second Annual 
Great Debate

Thursday, June 23, 2011 
Delaware 
IWIRC Greater Philadelphia 
Chapter Kick Off Event

Thursday, June 23, 2011 
Greater Philadelphia 
IWIRC Greater Philadelphia Kick 
Off Cocktail Party

Sponsors
There is still time to become a 

2011 sponsor. For more  

information see page 5

CONNECTION

From the Chair
Judy Elkin, Haynes & Boone

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

A few months ago, I was having dinner with a group of women to celebrate 
a friend’s recent career move, and it was suggested that I write a column 
about mothers and daughters. So with thanks to Sharon Levine and 
Deborah Williamson, I thought I would honor Mother’s Day with a few 
words about mothers, daughters and mentoring.

Our mothers were probably our first mentors, and no doubt each of us 
does our utmost to mentor our daughters. Our mothers may have been 
homemakers, “pink collar” workers, or professionals, but, in their own way, 
they imbued in each of us a sense of self, self-confidence, the rewards of 
hard work and the conviction of never letting anyone tell you you couldn’t 
do something. Mentoring is the grease that smoothes the way for each 
woman to reach her own potential.

Mentoring, like motherhood, can be both stressful and rewarding. And 
sometimes the payoff is a long time coming. My mother/daughter 
mentoring experiences took several years to bear fruit. I acquired children 
in their early teenage years, and my stepdaughter had grown up in an 
environment without strong female role models. I, on the other hand, had 
grown up with a mother who was an unemployment fraud investigator for 
the NYS Department of Labor. A true clash of cultures. Notwithstanding my 
best efforts, my stepdaughter did not seem to see the causal relationship 
between homework and exam grades – an issue my mother never faced 
with me. After getting out of high school without applying to college, and 
seeing the not so long term prospects of checking packages in a retail store, 
my stepdaughter decided to go back to school as, of all things, a biology 
major. One day, after doing well on some exams, she announced to me that 
you really did much better on exams when you read the book! An “ah ha” 
moment, several years in the making. My stepdaughter now holds a BS in 
Biology, is preparing to go to Africa as a research assistant and is looking at 
grad school programs in marine biology.

Even when you think your message isn’t getting through, it does. One 
lawyer told me that when her daughter was in her teens, she thought 
that it would be exciting to take her daughter to court so her daughter 
could understand what she did on a day to day basis. She picked a hearing 
that was contested and, she thought, of great interest and excitement. 
Apparently this was all lost on her daughter, who after sitting through the 
hearing, asked how she could do something so boring all day. But the 
message of achieving a professional career was not lost. Her daughter is 
now a doctor!

Carrianne Basler  
IWIRC Communications 
Chairman  
Managing Director,  
AlixPartners, LLP

Georgiana Nertea 
IWIRC Communications  
Vice Chairman 
Senior Manager,  
EisnerAmper, LLP

Judy Elkin  
IWIRC Chair 
Partner,  
Bankruptcy and Busi-
ness Restructuring  
Haynes and Boone
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Just as we mentor our daughters, so must we also mentor our women colleagues. One of 
the biggest criticism of women professionals is that many are perceived to have “pulled up 
the ladder” after they became successful. It is IWIRC’s mission to eliminate such occurrences 
and perceptions. When we support the professional growth and empowerment of women, 
everyone benefits – our firms, companies and clients, and the practice of insolvency as a 
whole. To each of you who is an established player in the insolvency field and who takes time 
out of her busy life to speak to a young woman, talk her through an issue, or just listen to her 
concerns -- thank you. And to those of you who are just starting out, or who are just at a point 
in your career where you need someone to bounce ideas off of, please know that we at IWIRC 
are here for you. 

Happy Mothers’ Day. And see you all in Tampa in October. All the best.

Judy 

5th Annual Leadership Summit – All IWIRC Board of Directors and all 
IWIRC Network Chairs are invited to join us in Boston!

If Network Chairs cannot attend, please send a representative from your local board to attend 
the meeting. All U.S. network chairs who attend can request a maximum stipend of $250 
per network to help cover travel costs. International network chairs stipends will vary depend-
ing on your location. This event gets rave reviews every year from the participants! For more 
information on the event and agenda, please check out the IWIRC website. http://www.iwirc.
com/networks/new-england/events/1415077535 

11th Annual International Insolvency Institute (III) Conference 
IWIRC is pleased to sponsor the Opening Reception for the 11th Annual International Insol-
vency Institute (III) Conference. The reception will be held in the Estrela Room of the Le Parker 
Meridien Hotel with an incredible view of Central Park and Manhattan. All IWIRC members 
and Delegates to the Conference are invited as our guests. The III Conference Delegates 
include experts around the world in the insolvency field from the judicial, academic and prac-
tice fields. Please join us in welcoming the attendees to New York City.

To register for the opening reception and/or to register for the III Conference, please visit click 
here. 

If you have any questions about the III Conference, please contact Deborah Grieve, IWIRC 
Canadian Director, dgrieve@casselsbrock.com, 416 860 5219.

We would like to thank our very generous sponsors who have helped make this event possible:  

Diamond 
 
 

 
 

Platinum
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gold
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Network Happenings
All
Think about helping your network plan a fun-relaxed “IWIRC 17th Anniversary” get together 
for your network this summer (baseball game, picnic, concert or movie under the stars?!) and 
when you do – please send pictures in for the newsletter!

Alabama
On April 21, 2011, the Alabama Network gathered for a round table panel lunch on managing 
it all and striking a balance between work, life and family at the offices of Burr & Forman, LLP 
in Birmingham, Alabama with live video participation from Burr & Forman’s offices in Mobile, 
Alabama. The panel was moderated by Robin Beardley Mark of Sirote & Permutte, PC and 
consisted of the Honorable Nicole Still of the Tenth Judicial Circuit, Jefferson County, Alabama, 
Heather A. Lee of Burr & Forman and Dorothy D. Pak of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP. In 
addition to sharing their perspective on work/life balance issues facing women in the legal 
profession, the panel offered many tips on how to manage things from meal planning to 
child care, as well as how to fit in personal time into a hectic schedule. The Alabama Network 
thanks Judge Still, Heather and Dorothy for their time and insight, Robin for moderating the 
discussion and Baker Donelson, PC, Burr & Forman for allowing us use of their offices and 
providing lunch, and Haskell Slaughter for their sponsorship and support. 

 

			    

Georgia
 Despite some lamenting over the Atlanta Hawks’ loss to the Chicago Bulls in the second 
round of NBA playoffs, most of us in the Georgia Network are still feeling grateful to have 
escaped the wrath of the tornadoes that ripped through our neighboring states this month. 
We take a moment now to send our thoughts to those who weren’t so fortunate, particularly 
our sisters in Alabama. Please let us know how we can support you. 

Due to the tornadoes, the Alabama Network was unable to join us on April 27 via video 
conference, as intended, for our networking and panel on Distressed Commercial Real Estate. 
While we missed sharing the evening with the Alabama Network, the evening was a great 
success here in Atlanta. Our attendees spanned the industry and included males and females, 
and attorneys and non-attorneys. Thank you to Debbie Jackson from GlassRatner for her 
finesse in moderating the panel; thank you to our panelists, for their predictions and savvy 
analysis: Erin Stark Brown of McCalla Raymer; Paige Collier of Bank of North Georgia; Deby 



IWIRC Connection  /  May 2011	 (continued)4

Glidden of CorePoint Partners, who filled in last minute for Dixon Fleming who, due to the 
weather, was unable to travel from North Carolina; and Shelli Willis of Troutman Sanders. A 
special thanks to Leanne Gould for managing the technological aspects of the video confer-
encing and to Heather Asher and Alicia Den Beste for their work in planning the evening. 

We have many exciting programs and ideas in the works for the summer and look forward to 
sharing them with you in future newsletters and on our Facebook page. Stay tuned for details 
regarding an upcoming cocktail event to help us ease into summer. In the meantime, please 
check out our members’ updated profiles on the IWIRC-Georgia Network site.

Finally, some personal messages. We take this opportunity to congratulate our Network 
co-chair, Alison Elko, on her upcoming June wedding. A phenomenal woman on the worst 
of days, we know Alison will be gorgeous on this very special day! On a sadder note, we say 
farewell to Alicia Den Beste, our former co-chair of the Programming Committee, who an-
nounced she is departing Epiq and, with it, the insolvency profession. We wish you both the 
best in your new lives!

Stay in touch, ya’ll, and enjoy the last days of spring as they (literally) melt into summer!

Member News
The Garden City Group, Inc. (GCG), one of the largest claims administration firms in the coun-
try, announced that Angela Ferrante has been promoted to Assistant Vice President, Bank-
ruptcy Operations. Based in GCG’s Lake Success, N.Y. east coast headquarters, Ms. Ferrante 
will manage GCG’s bankruptcy operations, which includes providing ongoing client counsel, 
supervising the administration of bankruptcy matters, and assisting with new business efforts. 

Upcoming Network Activities

Saturday, June 04, 2011 
Chicago 
IWIRC Chicago -- Girls on the Run 5k

Thursday, June 09, 2011 
Canadian 
IWIRC’s Canadian Network Luncheon Featuring 
a Panel on the Fraser Papers Inc. Restructuring

Saturday, June 11, 2011 
Michigan 
IWIRC Cocktail Party at ABI Central States Bank-
ruptcy Workshop

Sunday, June 12, 2011 
New York 
IWIRC Sponsoring Opening Reception of 11th 
Annual International Insolvency Institute 
Conference

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Chicago 
IWIRC Chicago Network Educational Event -- 
The Nuts and Bolts of Single Asset Real Estate

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Washington DC 
Corcoran Tour and Networking Reception

Thursday, June 16, 2011 
Hong Kong 
IWIRC Hong Kong Second Annual Great Debate

Thursday, June 23, 2011 
Delaware 
IWIRC Greater Philadelphia Chapter  
Kick Off Event

Thursday, June 23, 2011 
Greater Philadelphia 
IWIRC Greater Philadelphia Kick Off  
Cocktail Party

Wednesday, July 13, 2011 
New England 
IWIRC’s Fifth Annual Leadership Summit for 
Board of Directors and Network Chairs

Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
Chicago 
IWIRC Chicago -- Champagne and Chocolates

Did You Know….
Submitted by Shari Bedker, IWIRC Administrative Director 

Did you know that with the new website, IWIRC networks can use a website called Eventbrite (www.
eventbrite.com) to automatically upload events to the website, collect payments by credit card and 
send out and monitor invitations? It will even let you print out attendance lists and nametags! 

AND Did you know that the website homepage lists the next 5 upcoming events, but the 
complete list of events that have been posted can be found under the “events” tab as well as 
under the individual networks?

Shari Bedker 
IWIRC Administrative Director

Angela Ferrante
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Fun IWIRC Facts
Submitted by Shari Bedker, IWIRC Administrative Director 

• �The first official IWIRC event was held in June 1994 – 

• �IWIRC INAUGURAL MEETINGS – were held in ENGLAND, CANADA, AUSTRALIA that year.

• �5 June,1994 Spring International Meeting – London, England —  
immediately prior to IBA Mid-Year Insolvency Conference 

• �5-6 October, 1994 Fall International Meeting – Toronto, Canada —  
immediately prior to NCBJ Annual Conference

• �14 October, 1994 Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting – Melbourne, Australia —  
immediately prior to IBA Annual Conference  

Social Media
Have you checked out our Facebook page lately? Are you following us on Twitter? Are you a 
member of our LinkedIn group? If not, you are missing out! Did you recently read an interest-
ing article? Post it! Our membership is sharing a lot of great content and updates and we’d 
love to hear from you.  

 

2011 Sponsorships
There is still time to become a 2011 sponsor. For more information please contact Nancy 
Valentine at navalentine@hahnlaw.com.

IWIRC Thanks the Following 2011 Sponsors  
for their Generous Support 

Diamond 
AlixPartners 
www.alixpartners.com

BMC Group 
www.bmcgroup.com

Baker & McKenzie LLP 
www.bakermckenzie.com

Epiq Systems 
www.epiqsystems.com

Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. 
www.fulbright.com

Haynes and Boone, LLP 
www.haynesboone.com

Kurtzman Carson Consultants LLC* 
www.kccllc.com 

Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP 
www.pszjlaw.com

RR Donnelley* 
www.rrdonnelley.com

Sheppard Mullin Richter  
& Hampton LLP 
www.sheppardmullin.com

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
www.skadden.com

Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff & 
Sitterson, P.A. 
www.stearnsweaver.com 

mailto:navalentine@hahnlaw.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Womens-Insolvency-Restructuring-Confederation-IWIRC/148808345139000?ref=mf&v=wall
http://twitter.com/iwirc
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=1892806
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Gold
Alston & Bird LLP 
www.alston.com 

Conway MacKenzie 
www.conwaymackenzie.com 

FTI Consulting, Inc. 
www.fticonsulting.com 

Mesirow Financial  
Consulting, LLC 
www.mesirowfinancial.com/mfc 

Miles & Stockbridge P.C. 
www.milesstockbridge.com

SSG Capital Advisors, LLC 
www.ssgca.com

Stikeman Elliott LLP 
www.stikeman.com

Silver
Ballard Spahr LLP 
www.ballardspahr.com

Shawn Christianson/Buchalter Nemer, PC  
www.buchalter.com

Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
www.dorsey.com

Foley & Lardner LLP 
www.foley.com

Beth Hansen/Goodrich 
www.goodrich.com

McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP 
www.mckennalong.com 

Rhiel & Associates Co. LPA 
www.susanattorneys.com

Selinda A. Melnik, Esq. 
www.dlapiper.com 

Vorys, Sater, Seymour  
and Pease LLP 
www.vorys.com 

Platinum
CRG Partners 
www.crgpartners.com 

Capstone Advisory Group LLC 
www.capstoneag.com

Clear Thinking Group 
www.clearthinkinggroup.com

Cole, Schotz, Meisel, Forman &  
Leonard, P.A. 
www.coleschotz.com

Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP 
www.eapdlaw.com 

Ernst & Young LLP 
www.ey.com

GCG 
www.gcginc.com 

Genovese Joblove &  
Battista, P.A. 
www.gjb-law.com

Getzler Henrich &  
Associates LLC 
www.getzlerhenrich.com 

GrayRobinson, P.A. 
www.gray-robinson.com 

Hahn Loeser & Parks 
www.hahnloeser.com

Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP 
www.moritthock.com

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.  
Corporate Trust Services 
www.wellsfargo.com/ 
corporatetrust 

http://www.susanattorneys.com/


IWIRC Connection  /  May 2011	 (continued)7

Bronze
Barron Business Consulting 
bbarron@barronbusinessconsulting.com

Christian & Barton, LLP 
www.cblaw.com

Deloitte 
www.deloitte.com

Ehrenstein Charbonneau Calderin 
www.ecclegal.com 

Executive Sounding Board Associates Inc. 
www.esba.com

 
NHB Advisors 
www.nhbteam.com

Pullman & Comley, LLC 
www.pullcom.com

Quarles & Brady LLP 
www.quarles.com

Sedgwick LLP 
www.sedgwicklaw.com

Tranzon Fox 
www.tranzon.com

Individual
Ashford Schael LLC 
www.ashfordnjlaw.com

Rivian Bell/Abernathy McGregor 
www.abmac.com

Nick De Fabrizio 
www.cit.com

Friedman LLP 
www.friedmanllp.com

Deborah Grieve/Cassels Brock & Blackwell 
www.casselsbrock.com

Elizabeth Gunn/ 
DurretteCrump, PLC 
www.durrettecrump.com

Jennifer Kimble/Haskell Slaughter Young 
L.L.C. 
www.hsy.com

Shelly Kinsella/Elliott Greenleaf 
www.elliottgreenleaf.com

Jill Nicholson/ Foley & Lardner LLP 
www.foley.com

Clare Pierce/Development Specialists 
www.dsi.biz

Sheryl Seigel/Lang Michener LLP 
www.langmichener.ca

Nancy Valentine/Hahn Loeser & Parks 
www.hahnloeser.com
*In Kind Support

IWIRC New Members 
April 1 through April 30, 2011

Emily Battersby 
Seton Hall University, School of Law 
Hoboken, NJ USA

Sondra Bryson 
Riddle & Bryson, LLC 
Columbus, OH USA

Margaret Burks 
Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee 
Cinncinnati, OH USA

Jamie Cangelosi 
Flanagan Partners LLP 
New Orleans, LA USA

JoAnn Courcelle 
Adams and Reese 
New Orleans, LA USA

Eleanor Dahar 
Victor W. Dahar, P.A. 
Manchester, NH USA

Karen Elliott 
Karen Elliott, LLC 
Arnold, MD USA

Amanda Gallagher-Crouch 
Spotts Fain PC 
Richmond, VA USA

Lauren Gans 
Peitzman, Weg & Kempinsky 
Los Angeles, CA USA

Kristin Going 
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP 
Washington, D.C. USA

Ligee Gu 
Halperin Battaglia Raicht, LLP 
New York, NY USA

Courtney Hamilton 
Morris James LLP 
Wilmington, DE USA

Carrie Hardman 
Klestadt & Winters, LLP 
New York, NY USA

Laurel Harris 
Hofstra University Law School 
Fishkill, NY USA

Lisa Hedrick 
Adams and Reese 
New Orleans, LA USA

Patricia Hennelly 
Hennelly Healthcare Consulting, LLC 
Shrewsburg, NJ USA

Kelly Henriques 
Heenan Blaikie LLP 
Toronto, Ontario

Zeenat Iqbal 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC 
Pittsburgh, PA USA

Lara Jackson 
Heenan Blaikie LLP 
Toronto, Ontario

Jeannie Kim 
United States Bankruptcy Court, 
Central Dist. of CA 
Riverside, CA USA

Mary Langston 
Office of U.S. Trustee 
New Orleans, LA USA

Jennifer Meehan 
EisnerAmper LLC 
Jenkintown, PA USA

Karen Miles 
Houlihan Lokey 
Los Angeles, CA USA

http://www.sedgwicklaw.com/
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IWIRC New Members (continued)

April 1 through April 30, 2011

Meredith Moriarty 
Mark Albert Herder, LLC 
Columbus, OH USA

Cherie Nobles 
Heller, Draper, Hayden,  
Patrick & Horn, LLC 
New Orleans, LA USA

Lori Potter 
PotterAdvisors LLC 
Troutman, NC USA

Maggie Rentz 
Lamberth, Cifelli, Stokes,  
Ellis & Nason, P.A. 
Atlanta, GA

Susan Rosenthal 
Sheppard Mullin Richter and 
Hampton LLP 
New York, NY USA

Tal Sapeika 
GCG 
Lake Success, NY USA

Karen Scheibe 
ASK Financial LLP 
St. Paul, MN USA

Reema Shah 
Bankruptcy AttorneyVoorhees 
New Jersey USA

Elizabeth Sickelka 
Greenberg Traurig LLP 
Chicago, IL USA

Karen Thomason 
Ayres, Warren, Shelton &  
Williams, L.L.C. 
Shreveport, LA USA

Laura Weiss 
Brown Rudnick LLP 
New York, NY USA

Victoria White 
Adams and Reese LLP 
New Orleans, LA USA

Jamila Willis 
Brown Rudnick 
New York, NY USA

Jaimee Witten 
Bodman PLC 
Detroit, MI USA

Rafael Zahralddin 
Elliott Greenleaf 
Wilmington, DE USA


