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IWIRC.COM:  
Check it Out

These are a few of the tools and 
links you will find on the just 
launched IWIRC website:

Web tools for networks

• Eventbrite invitation system

• Flikr photo uploading program

• �Member database, accessible 
by network

• �Network website, customized 
by network

• �Sample documents for  
building a strong network

• �Support for developing 
and managing the network 
website

Professional development 
tools for members 

• �Member profile-customized, 
searchable, vcard, photo,  
link to firm

• �Archive of member-authored 
articles and links to other 
content

• �Speaker’s Bureau registration

• �Access to members globally

• �Global calendar

CONNECTION

IWIRC’s New Web Launched
Designed with You in Mind

IWIRC, the International Women’s Insolvency and Restructuring Confedera-
tion, launched its new website today. This important milestone was an-
nounced by Judith Elkin, IWIRC chair and partner at Haynes and Boone, 
at the IWIRC Spring Conference in Washington DC. “I am so pleased to 
have our new site up and running,” said Judith, “We now offer a more user-
friendly website, with a new refreshing design, that provides better access 
for our members to each other, and updated network management tools 

that take some of the load off of our network chairs.”
Judith Elkin
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The website, designed by HaneChow 
of San Francisco, under a team of IWIRC 
members led by Debra Grassgreen, 
a partner with Pachulski Stang and co-
founder of IWIRC’s Northern California 
Network, and Deb Kuptz, a partner at 
AlixPartners and former chair or IWIRC, 

was rebuilt from top to bottom with the needs of both 
members and networks in mind. “The process was very 
open and inclusive,” said Debra Grassgreen. “We had a small 
committee of members working on the day-to-day devel-
opment, and a larger advisory board representing every 
facet of the organization: global networks, committees, 
board and administration. We succeeded in building a site 
that reflects our culture – warm, open, savvy and interested 
in helping each other develop professionally.” Hayslett 
Group in Atlanta also provided consulting advice to insure 
that the redesigned website met all of IWIRC’s communica-
tions goals. 

Shari Bedker, IWIRC’s administrative director, and her team, 
took the laboring oar in working on issues of content and 
functionality. With their usual aplomb, they responded 
to hundreds of information requests, attended dozens of 
meetings and conference calls, and put their all into making 
sure the transition would be seamless. “This is one of the 
best association websites I’ve been involved with. IWIRC 
members will be amazed by the user experience and our 
network chairs will welcome the resources to help them 
grow and manage their networks,” Shari said.

IWIRC’s new logo and brand strategy, unveiled at the 2010 
Fall Conference in New Orleans, is clearly reflected in the 
new site. “This website is a powerful statement about our 
determination to improve our members’ experiences with 
the organization and with each other. We’ve achieved an 
interim objective with this launch and the ongoing goal is 
to keep members connected to each other and their tar-
get markets locally, nationally and internationally in ways 
that help them succeed.”

IWIRC Members are Open for Business
Complete a new profile by May 1 and win a free registration to the Fall Conference1

The member profile function on the new IWIRC website 
is designed to be an effective tool in a member’s practice 
development arsenal. Members are now able to iden-
tify the specific practice areas and industries in which 
they practice, as well as to compose a biography that 
highlights and presents their specific areas of expertise, 
accomplishments, market niches and any other details a 
member deems relevant. 

Prospective clients are now able 
to search the member profiles to 
find the help they need. The search 
function is powerful, allowing for 
multiple criteria to be identified. So, 
someone from Germany can find 
local counsel in Atlanta, see a little 
bit about the person’s background 
and link to that member’s firm right 
from her or his profile.

Updating your profile is incredibly 
simple so you can regularly add 
new important cases or accom-
plishments to it. You can also add 
the link to your emails and other 
marketing communications so the 
best and most up-to-date informa-
tion about you is always available.

We want the new member database 
to be as robust as possible ASAP! To 
encourage you to take advantage 
of this great marketing tool, every 
member who completes their 
profile by 5:00 pm Eastern time on 
May 2 will be entered into a drawing 
for a complimentary registration to 

IWIRC’s Fall Conference in Tampa on October 11 and 12. The 
registration is transferable to another IWIRC member with a 
completed profile.

Home Page > Member Profile > Update > Save.  
It’s that easy!
1 �Must be an IWIRC member to participate; completed profile must include a photo 

and biography of 50 words or more and be uploaded onto IWIRC.com by 5:00 pm 
Eastern on May 2, 2011.

Debra Grassgreen
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IWIRC Speakers Bureau Readies for Launch
With the dynamic redesign of the 
IWIRC website comes a new and 
first of its kind feature within our in-
dustry – the IWIRC Speakers Bureau.

The purpose of the Speakers 
Bureau is to serve as a resource to 
persons and organizations look-
ing for quality speakers for edu-
cational programs, such as those 
offered for CLE credit, and to 
further IWIRC’s goal of enhancing 
the professional status of women 
in the practice of insolvency and 
restructuring.

”We’re very excited about the 
launch of the Speakers Bureau,” 
said Cathy Vance, who brought 
the idea to IWIRC and then agreed 
to head up efforts to develop the 
Bureau. “With this tool, outside 
groups can access the expertise of 
IWIRC members for their own key-
note or conference events, with 
the benefit of providing a resource 
to enhance the gender diversity of 
professional programs.”

Only IWIRC members are eligible to join the Speakers  
Bureau, but anyone can search the site for speakers.  
Visitors can refine their searches by industry, expertise  
and type of professional, among other criteria. 

An advance call for speakers has already given us nearly 
100 Speakers Bureau members, but it’s not too late to join. 
For an application, contact the IWIRC office or Cathy Vance 
at cvance@dsi.biz.

Now You’ll Know…
Attend IWIRC events wherever you go
Members who travel a lot can use 
the IWIRC.com list of upcoming 
events to take advantage of IWIRC 
network events that will be taking 
place in their destination city. The 
centralized list is updated every time 
a network posts a new event on its 
own site. That function means the 
main list is always in sync with both 
the international events and events 
posted by any network. 

“I travel every month and one of 
the highlights is that I am able 
to drop in IWIRC events almost 
everywhere I go. In fact, if I have the 
flexibility, I’ll schedule my necessary 
business travel to any given desti-
nation to align with events on that 
network’s calendar. It is wonderful 
to have the opportunity to meet 

(continued)
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so many IWIRC members!” said Beth Hansen of Goodrich 
Corporation and Secretary of the international board. It is 
easy to use links to register for any event with just a click. 

The centralized list is an equally important tool for 
networks to promote their network’s events and 
to see if there are opportunities to co-host events 
with neighboring networks. 

www.IWIRC.com is Network Central
Custom webpages give every 
network its own place to promote 
itself, its events, news and other 
local information that members 
can use. Networks can post calls 
for volunteers, post photos and 
invitations, publish articles written 
by their members and, in general, 
make IWIRC “live” right there in  
the region.

As the Americas 
Networks chair, 
Tracy Gopal 
of E&Y knows 
the difference 
that having a 
tool such as this 

can make in the life of a network’s 
leadership. “It is a challenge to stay in 
touch with each other even within a 
geographic region. People are busy 
and can’t always go to a meeting 
or event even if it is local. Now that 
each network has its own web-
page they have a great platform for 
keeping a dialogue going among 
members…a place to share ideas, information on new 
cases, jobs, and other news,” she said.

“This capability will be very helpful 
for the Asia Pacific networks – both to 
keep us up-to-date with Europe and 
US happenings, as well as to stay in 
touch with each other. Technology 
is key to overcoming the communi-
cations challenges created by geo-
graphic distance and frequent travel,” 
said Aruni Weerasekera, of Alvarez & 
Marsal and Asia Pacific Networks chair. 
Gabriella Covino of Gianni, Origoni, 
Grippo & Partners and European Net-
works chair, agreed. “We welcome any 
tool that helps our network members 

be more involved. This will be a great conduit for feedback 
as well,” she said. 

The network webpages will also offer a password pro-
tected section that network boards can use to store and 
share documents such as their rules of operation, event 
calendars, meeting minutes, and other key management 
information. “We are hoping that once networks begin to 
archive the tools they’ve developed, new members and 
leaders won’t have to recreate the wheel. We also believe 
that eventually networks will share their tools with other 
networks, driving best practices throughout the organiza-
tion,” Tracy added.

An online tutorial by HaneChow, our web architects, spe-
cifically for networks will be held to help them customize 
the site and transfer content into it. 

Tracy Gopal

Aruni Weerasekera

Gabriella Covino (continued)
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Eventbrite – Just Add Ice!
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Every network now has a new way 
to make their events more profes-
sional, more appealing and better 
attended. A program called Event-
brite helps event planners identify 
a mailing list, create an invitation, 
track RSVPs and collect fees. Once 
the event has been set up, it is au-
tomatically listed on the Network’s 
own webpage, as well as on the 
overall list of Upcoming Events. For 
the perfect party, just add ice!

Terri Steinbrenner, of JP Morgan 
and the co-chair of the New York 
network, took on the first test of the 
Eventbrite system, after a short tu-
torial – literally about ten minutes. “I 
love this system!” Terri said. “Within 
an hour of our invitation going 
out, we had 12 registrations. I like 
all of the features, but my favorite 
is the ability to accept credit card 
payments.”

Because networking events are a 
key benefit of IWIRC, the board had 
a stated goal to relieve the network leadership of some  
of the administrative burden of organizing events. Existing 
technology provided the solution. The Eventbrite system 
is robust and will likely be continually made better by the 
provider, a benefit to IWIRC. 

A tutorial for network webmasters will be given on Event-
brite and many of the other administrative functions our 
new website offers. And, as the networks put Eventbrite  
to the test, we will be surveying them for feedback,  
concerns, and ideas for the future.
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